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EDITORIAL: The Revd Chris Low
The suffering, uncertainty and fear continues as
Covid 19 maintains its grip across the world. We
are social beings, so it’s no surprise that people are
struggling with isolation, restrictions on seeing
their loved ones and very limited social access.
Many families have been visited by tragedy as
loved ones lost the battle against the virus, often
separated from their nearest and dearest; whilst
others have lost their businesses, jobs and financial
security. It is no wonder that so many are fearful
of both the present, with all its uncertainties, and the future.
Yet running through all of this, like a prism of light, have been the
many examples of kindness, self- sacrifice and acts of compassion,
often offered by strangers. It is this that we shall be celebrating in our
edition this quarter.
As we do so we can reflect on our experience in the light of Scripture
and be encouraged as we see God’s hand upon his people, bringing
hope and redemption out of seemingly impossible circumstances.
Scripture also shows us how God can and does bring good out of
apparent evil, if we place our trust in him. The article by Erica
Andrews explores some of these aspects.
We see God’s hand at work as individuals and churches press deeper
into care for and awareness of our neighbour. Throughout this edition
you will find examples of this care and compassion, bringing light and
hope to so many. This is summed up in Jean Duckworth’s poem,
“Who is my neighbour?”
Across the world, people have gone deeper into prayer and study of
the Bible; indeed, many have turned to prayer and opened a Bible for
the first time in many years, as they have looked to God in their fear
and desperation.

Revd David King’s article explores Christ’s compassion as he reached
out to heal, whilst Our Director, Alan, reflects on the ways in which
our care workers and NHS staff mirror the care and compassion of
Jesus.
Christians have answered the need and the call for the Church to press
deeper into our Lord, to seek his voice and find a way to reach out in
love and compassion, as he does to us. We have explored our own
spiritual state and found it wanting, often too comfortable and settled
to be the missional body we are called to be. Covid has given many
of us a voice, as while helping others, we have found ourselves more
able to share the Gospel message of hope and redemption. An article
by one of our members, Kay Watts, reflects on this and Ian Aspinall’s
compilation of his church’s care for others is an inspiration to all.
Another article, by Sister Sandra of the Church Army, demonstrates
the far- reaching effects that a simple act of care and compassion can
have, as she describes Jane’s journey of faith and service. This
example occurred long before Covid but its effects are still being felt;
as a result of that initial act of compassion, we see hope, healing and
redemption being poured into the lives of those on life’s margins, the
last, the lost and the least.
From an abused childhood to an abused then single mother who had
received a poor education and knew little of the Lord, Jane has
become a confident, compassionate and dedicated worker for the
Kingdom. She has brought hope and salvation to many and continues
to do so. All thanks to the care and compassion of a stranger who
reached out in Christian love and acceptance and nurtured her faith.
Looking towards Christmas, The Revd Brian Reardon’s article gives a
light- hearted comparison between the situation of Mary and Joseph as
the birth of Jesus approaches and our own experiences with Covid 19.
His ‘Covid’ hymn is also an inspiration as is the poem, ‘Ode to
Christmas’ by Merle Robson.

Christmas will be almost upon us when you receive this magazine and
as we contemplate and celebrate God’s great act of love and
compassion in sending his beloved Son to save his people, let’s
remember that the story goes on. We, his people, are here to bring
Christ’s love and light into our sad and often dark world and our tiny
sparks are magnified through the prism of his grace. We can see this
in the effects of our words and actions and in the goodness and
compassion of others.
May you have a truly blessed and happy Christmas and in the words
of The Revd Russ Parker, from his new publication ‘PilgrimWild’ (see
Book Reviews):
God bless you with journeying out to the margins of your
Life where you can listen to His still small voice.
God bless you with journeying inwards to the messages
In your heart where you can feel His still presence.
God bless you with journeying onwards to new places of
Renewal where you can feel His still and ancient touch
God bles s you with knowing that He is your all in all. Amen
Save the date
12th. June 2021
National Conference

ACTS OF COMPASSION BY JESUS
Revd David King – Webmaster
The compassion of our Lord is sometimes not given the
consideration it deserves, when it comes to healing
ministry. Often the reasons cited for the healing
miracles of Jesus are that they were signs, i.e. proof of
his Messiahship, proof of His divinity, or even a
fulfilment of prophecy. But none of those reasons are
likely to inspire the average Christian to believe Jesus for healing
today, whereas the compassion that drove Jesus to do the healings, is.
For example:
And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He was
moved with compassion for them, and healed their sick. Matthew
14:14
Though miracles helped authenticate the ministry of Jesus, clearly
compassion was His chief motivation in the above verse. In other
words, Jesus cared about people and was moved by affections of pity
within himself, to heal the sick. And thankfully, that compassion He
had then hasn’t changed, because:
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today,
and forever.
Hebrews 13:8
“It is not what God can do that inspires faith,
but what we know He yearns to do.” said F. F.
Bosworth. God is as good as He is great,
otherwise it would be difficult to have
confidence in Him, not knowing if He will use his power against us.
On the contrary “God is for us”(Romans 8:31b) and the exceeding
greatness of His power is “toward us” (Ephesians 1:19a). We can
therefore place confidence in His goodness and His compassion

towards, us as a foundation for having faith for healing.
There are at least four stages along the spectrum of coming to the
place of confidence in God’s will for our healing, as represented in my
diagram. Starting with unbelievers, who may doubt that God exists or
that He can heal. But as believers, even believing that God can heal,
doesn’t mean we believe it’s His will to heal. Afterall, He may be
unwilling to heal in a given situation for some divine reason, right?
Well, that’s what the leper in the following passage thought:
Now a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to Him
and saying to Him, “If You are willing, You can make me clean.”
Then Jesus, moved with compassion, stretched out His hand and
touched him, and said to him, “I am willing; be cleansed.” As
soon as He had spoken, immediately the leprosy left him, and he
was cleansed. Mark 1:40-41
The leper had no problem believing that Jesus could heal him, but for
some reason was unsure if He wanted to. Jesus removed the doubt
from the leper’s mind, confirmed His
will to heal and healed Him. The leper’s
uncertainty, while seemingly rare
thinking amongst those healed during
the ministry of Jesus, is now one of the
main uncertainties Christians desiring
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healing wrestle with today.
The truth is, our Lord was more than willing to heal the leper. F F
Bosworth says, “willing” is too tame a word, to describe God’s
attitude towards healing. In this story, Jesus acted out of compassion
for the leper, not just because of the leper’s request. Furthermore,
“He stretched out His hand and touched him” - when touching a leper
was not the done thing.
This shows a yearning to heal on the part

of Jesus. A desire to heal that matches or exceeds the desire of the one
seeking healing – a message that is lacking within the contemporary
church.
When we can assimilate that we have a high priest who can be
“touched with the feeling of our infirmities” (Hebrews 4:15) and a
God who is able to: do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask
or think (Ephesians 3:20) – which must include healing – we will then
begin to see more healing within our churches and beyond.
A typical progressive understanding
of God’s will and our healing

God is…

Director’s Corner:
Alan Coode
The theme for this edition of the Healing
Ways is “Acts of Compassion”.
The people who translate the Bible have
their own preferred words. Some do not
use the word ‘compassion’ rather we might use ‘mercy’. However,
most translations use ‘compassion’. In Matthew 9:36, if we look at
the NIV (1984), then we find:
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37
Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the
workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send
out workers into his harvest field.”
It was as an act of compassion that Jesus made this last statement.
Doesn’t it ring true today?
The National Health Service (NHS) is the umbrella term for the
publicly funded healthcare systems of the United Kingdom (UK).
Since 1948 they have been funded out of general taxation. There are
four systems, one for each of the four countries of the UK: The NHS
in England, NHS Scotland, NHS Wales and Health and Social Care in
Northern Ireland. The founding principles were that services should be
comprehensive, universal and free at the point of delivery—a health
service based on clinical need, not ability to pay.
If we say that the prime function of businesses is to generate surplus
revenue which can be used as profit, then the prime function of
organisations like the NHS is not to operate on the basis of creating a
surplus, but to operate on performance numbers, which reflect on what

is happening on a monthly basis. Things like:
❖‘A & E attendance’ both regular and emergency
❖Percentage spending greater than four hours in A & E
❖Trolley waits
❖Ambulance response times
❖Percentage wait times greater than 62 days for urgent GP referral to
first treatment for cancer.
We have all heard or read comments of the status of these numbers,
usually aimed at one politician or another. My thoughts are not meant
as a criticism of the NHS – only an observation of the political status
quo.
If we ignore the political aspect, the medical aspect is focused on the
patient and not the numbers. Within the NHS a vast number of people
work to relieve suffering, work to make the patient as comfortable as
possible, work to create an atmosphere of peace. It is sometimes very
difficult to achieve.
The people of Britain came out on Thursdays for many weeks to
express their admiration and thanks for the NHS for standing in the
way of the pandemic. They are our first line of defence, our treasured
health service and many of the medical profession caught the virus as
a result of their dedication. According to the Office for National
Statistics a total of 625 health and social care workers’ deaths across
England and Wales have been linked to coronavirus up to 20 July,
with an almost equal split between the two sectors. In total 370
women health and social care workers have died, compared with 255
men.
When we ask, “What is an act of compassion?” What greater answer
can you give than to point to those who have given up their lives for
others: the people who have made the ultimate sacrifice; those who
have died from Corona virus protecting the rest of us from that virus.
Clapping or banging on pots to express our appreciation for these men
and women seems hardly enough.

They wear their P.P.E. but they are vulnerable. The risk of contracting
the virus is greater than for others. In spite of this, they put their best
foot forward and go to work to
protect as many lives as possible.
Another example of Acts of
Compassion can be found in the
Care Industry. The people who go
to live in residential homes are
people who can no longer take care
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of themselves, people who for
either physical or mental reasons find living at home too difficult.
Frequently they are seniors and frequently they are faced with end of
life issues. Loved ones come to visit to remind them they are not
alone and that they are still loved.
The provisional number of deaths of care home residents occurring in
England and Wales from 28 December 2019 to 12 June 2020
(registered up to 20 June 2020) was 93,475; this represents 29,393
more than the same period last year, a 45.9% increase. Of these
deaths, 19,394 mentioned COVID-19, which is 20.7% of all deaths of
care home residents.
The care workers establish bonds with the residents and it is stressful
to see their new friends catch the virus and pass on in front of them.
Those same care workers are also placing themselves at risk of the
virus in carrying out their work.
Do those practising acts of compassion catch the virus themselves?
Yes, they do. Do those practising acts of compassion make mistakes?
Yes, they do. They are human. Do those who practice their acts of
compassion experience sadness when one of the new arrivals pass on?
Yes, they do, but they go back to work the next day.
Each of us tries to practise individual acts of compassion as we live
our lives. This edition, the winter edition, is dedicated to exploring

this.
Write and tell us your experiences. How has it been for you? You’ll
find the contact details of our editor, Rev. Chris Low, on the back of
this Healing Ways
magazine. Our ‘letters to the
Editor’ section is always
open for your thoughts.
ACTS OF COMPASSION/PRISMS
OF LIGHT: BRINGING CREAM
TEAS TO PENSIONERS
Recognising that many elderly and
vulnerable parishioners were
isolated, volunteers from within our
congregation of St John the Baptist,
Owlerton, made sandwiches, baked
scones and cakes and delivered cream teas to the elderly and
vulnerable. A lovely gift which brought joy and encouragement
to many. I have heard since of a number of churches doing the
same.

Acts of Compassion: Ian

Aspinall

During times of uncertainty,
given the opportunity to step in
and none believers alike.

Christians have been
and help believers

Bishop Steven Evans and Pastor Beverley Bradley have kindly written
about works of compassion that have been taking place. Bishop
Steven explains wider workings taking place within TICCN which
works with Pastors across the country and internationally. Pastor Bev
has written from a local church perspective.
Bishop Steven:
In addition to my work as a local Pastor, I’m also
Presiding Bishop of The International Christian
Church Network with over 2,000 member churches
internationally, this year period has been very busy.
The local church has been busy with the delivery of
food parcels and ministry support. I was so thankful to
the Lord for His clear and loving voice of direction. In
January, I announced to the church that on March 22nd everything
would change and we would enter into a greater ‘body’ ministry.
When Covid19 restrictions hit, March 22nd was the start of Sunday
lockdowns! This in itself was a great encouragement to many people,
despite lockdown God was very clearly speaking to us!
The church has established a daily evening telephone Bible study and
prayer service. Volunteers have a list of people and after a 5-10 min
chat they share a Bible verse, talk about it and pray. Often, they have
ended up singing, it’s been a joyful time for many!
Some of the Pastors I oversee locally have done magnificent work. In
Burnley for example, Revd. Michael Fleming, who I ordained only
last year, has set up a remarkable Community Church as part of their
‘Church on the Streets’ Ministry. I’ve seen them help and support

people affected by homelessness and addiction. When working on the
streets they find people suffering from homelessness and give them
some food and have a chat. Similarly they talk with and support
addicts to help them overcome their addiction. The church operates a
foodbank too.
Internationally TICCN has provided medical aid and food to
thousands of people. We estimate that over 5,000 meals are given
weekly and over 200,000 meals since the Covid19 pandemic started.
This ministry has brought me to tears often and thanks always. We
have a commission to walk in love and that we do by His grace
Pastor Bev,
For the past nine years Living Faith Church’s
Chaplaincy and Faithful Friends team has visited
the elderly in care homes sharing the Gospel with
residents. At the start of the pandemic we found
ourselves in a situation where we were no longer able to go into the
care homes to visit and provide the much-needed support that our
wonderful residents valued.
As a result of the lockdown measures our church doors had to be
closed, so we quickly adapted by switching to on-line services. We
were concerned however, that there were people in our church family
who were isolating and alone, without access to the internet and
unable to take part in these services. It was important that these
members of our church family were cared for and supported during
this time.
It was time to adapt and change, seek the Lord for help and direction.
The Church had left the building!!!!
Our car boot quickly became a mobile grocery store, providing
essentials for our church family at no cost to themselves. Fresh fruit
and vegetables etc, toilet rolls, paracetamol; as in the shops, panic
buying had made such items scarce. Initially we wondered ‘how do
we get the supplies’ when there were none in the shops. We

prayed, and we found everything we needed, it was amazing.
Throughout the time of lockdown we
maintained regular visits, following
strict social distancing guidelines, and
telephone calls, one day we took
round flowers, another day everyone
received afternoon tea; scones with
jam and clotted cream, and this
continued during the lockdown. We
also shopped for people who didn’t
have families and who were shielding.
Through my Christian walk, I have seen God move in mighty ways, I
have seen Him answer prayers and provide solutions to situations that
in the natural seemed impossible. With God all things are possible.
Whilst in prayer we felt impressed to set up a new ministry base, using
a blue square gazebo which we named ‘the pop up’. This was the start
of an exciting new journey into our community, reaching the People
for the Lord.
After speaking with people in the community, it became apparent
that a number of people were struggling with isolation; even though
lockdown restrictions had been lifted they were afraid to venture
out. So we set out tables and chairs, socially distanced, on the two
lawned areas at the front of church. We set up the gazebo, put full
Covid secure measures in place and there served teas and coffees to
our community, weather permitting, each Thursday morning.
It was wonderful to be able to spend time and build relationships with
people. Very quickly we realised that this service was helping people,
for some it meant they could take a rest after a small walk. For others
it was somewhere to meet with family members as they weren’t
allowed to meet indoors. For others it was a lifeline where they could
talk and share with us how they were feeling. For some, we were the
only faces they saw and spoke to during the week.

It has been a blessing for us to be able to come along-side and show
the love of Jesus to the people in our community. Everything we
have needed to enable us to do what we are doing, the Lord has
provided in answer to our prayers. Over the years I have learned that
when the Lord prompts you to do something, He will provide
everything you need to do that which He is asking you to do.
Thank you to Bishop Steven and Pastor Bev for providing an insight
into God’s working at this extraordinary time. James chapter 2, verse
14 to 26 touches on faith and works. I encourage you to read it. In
essence, faith and works work together. Through faith we do His will
and that shines through the darkness into the world.
ACTS OF COMPASSION/PRISMS OF LIGHT
Many have had to say goodbye to loved ones without the comfort of
the support of family and friends at the funeral. I witnessed the
response of one community to this as, when the funeral cortege
departed, neighbours and friends lined the street where the deceased
had lived, waving and clapping to show their support and love.

The Doubts We Nurture: Part III: Alan Coode
In the Autumn Edition of Healing Ways, we looked at two questions
which may make us question our faith, to question where we are led
by the Holy Spirit, to question our ability to heal. We asked
• “Do you have to touch to heal?” Jesus showed us that you do not
have to lay hands on someone. You can, if it strengthens your
faith, but you do not have to.
• “Do you have to be near someone to heal?” Jesus showed us
distance is immaterial.
Today, I want to explore three other issues which crop up from time to
time and need to be put to rest.
First, can one heal a person who is born with an infirmity? It is not
always clear which of those people who Jesus healed were born with
their ailment. I can think of three possible healings. The one that
stands out is the ‘Man born blind’ as described in the Gospel of St.
John 9:1.
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. Jesus said,
“This happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his
life. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent
me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the
world, I am the light of the world.” 6 Having said this, he spit on
the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the
man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this
word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home
seeing.
Whether a person has an ailment, which he contracted after he was
born or was born with it, was immaterial to Jesus. You might notice
that he used different ways to heal for different people. Here he made
some mud from the ground and saliva and put it on the man’s eyes.
To answer the question: does it matter whether the issue was genetic
or contracted? The answer has to be a resounding “No.” Jesus’
compassion was such that he healed them all.

Second, what about mental challenges/impairments? I can think of
possibly seven examples in the Gospels, where Jesus healed what we
might refer to today as neurological or psychological problems. When
we try to translate what is described in the Gospels in the words and
culture of Jesus’ time into today’s scientifically driven words and
culture, it is necessary to become quite selective. I suspect that the
description of the boy given in St. Matthew 17:14, St. Mark 9:14 and
St. Luke 9:37 may refer to him as having an epileptic fit.
14

When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and
knelt before him. 15 “Lord, have mercy on my son,” he said. “He
has seizures and is suffering greatly. He often falls into the fire or
into the water. 16 I brought him to your disciples, but they could
not heal him.” 17 “O unbelieving and perverse generation,” Jesus
replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up
with you? Bring the boy here to me.” 18 Jesus rebuked the demon,
and it came out of the boy, and he was healed from that moment.
19
Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, “Why
couldn’t we drive it out?” 20 He replied, “Because you have so
little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a
mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to
there’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”
If this was not an epileptic fit, then it has certainly neurological.
Something is not working in his brain. Jesus’ disciples had difficulty
healing him (maybe like some of us?). Jesus healed him by ‘rebuking
the demon’. This is interesting. Would Jesus heal today by ‘rebuking
the demon’? This may be a discussion we can have at some future
point in time. The point is that Jesus healed the man’s son. So the
answer to the question: “what about mental Challenges/
impairments?” Jesus healed them as quickly as he healed those with
inherited and contracted problems.
Lastly, I find that sometimes it works and sometimes it doesn’t. What
did Jesus do? We already have seen an example of the disciples not

being able to heal the epileptic. When we read through the Gospels
we notice all the healing Jesus did and wonder if we can do what he
did. Was there a time when even Jesus was challenged? There’s an
incident which is described in Matthew 13:53-58 and Mark 6:1-6,
which is worth reading. Let’s look at Mark:
Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his
disciples. 2 When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the
synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed. “Where did
this man get these things?” they asked. “What’s this wisdom that
has been given him, that he even does miracles! 3 Isn’t this the
carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James,
Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?” And
they took offense at him. 4 Jesus said to them, “Only in his
hometown, among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet
without honour.” 5 He could not do any miracles there, except lay
his hands on a few sick people and heal them. 6 And he was
amazed at their lack of faith.
Well, I guess we have all been there. We pray for healing and find that
the healing we are looking for does not happen the way we want it to.
It can be unnerving and can shake our faith in the healing ministry.
We see that Jesus had his problems in his home-town. But that did not
stop him. He followed where he was led by God and a quarter of the
Gospels is given over to his healing ministry.
His last comment may tell us what to expect. Those he healed are
desperate, they are at their wit’s end, they are prepared to try anything
and they love God. They come for healing and Jesus has compassion
and heals. How often do we find people like this? Or do we find
people who have been to the doctor’s and been told what to expect and
their faith in the medical profession is strong. Their thoughts might be
along the lines of, “I’ve been to the doctor’s and he has told me what
to expect. I am in his hands. Oh well. Go ahead. Pray for me. It
can’t do any harm!” This is not to throw any negative light on the

medical profession. They do their jobs well and the science behind
their work keeps growing year by year. It improves by leaps and
bounds. Let’s look, for example, at DNA sequencing.
In 2003, with the completion of the Human Genome Project, the entire
human genome was sequenced for the first time. The sequencing cost
nearly $1 billion and took 13 years to complete. Today, the human
genome can be sequenced for about $1000 in less than two days.
Industry leaders hope to bring that cost down to just $100 within the
next ten years. Of course, the scientific knowledge gained from the
Human Genome Project helped propel DNA sequencing technology to
its current state, but another major factor in the process has been the
advancement of Computer Science and Engineering.
It is right and proper that we respect those in the medical profession.
But that should not weaken our faith in God and all that he does. The
core of Jesus’ teaching is made real by the compassion he had towards
those around him and the desperation of those who needed to be
healed – the strength of their faith.
In answer to the question “What did Jesus do?” we find that he
continued to heal in spite of the doubts and gossip around him in his
home-town. We also need to be confident and know that God heals.

LOVE AND THE PANDEMIC: Kay Watts
I felt challenged to write something of my experiences during the
pandemic when sometimes Jesus has felt especially close. At first, when
the first lockdown occurred, I felt very purposeless, thinking how can we
help others if we are confined to being indoors. The Lord assured me that
I had gifts and in reading my Bible through I had reached Psalms and felt
asked to consider widows (and widowers) and orphans especially. I
thought I could phone a lot of friends and acquaintances who fall into
these categories for a supportive chat on occasion.
Besides me helping others, out of the blue some new neighbours who live
underneath my flat, spotted me on my balcony one day and asked me if
they could help with shopping. (I also had offers of help from a carer and
her partner and a Christian friend). I was encouraged to take up on their
offer and for several months they all kept me well supplied. Every time I
had a delivery, I gave the person delivering cakes or scones that I had
made as a gesture of thanks for their love and kindness.
Three of the people had no knowledge of Christianity and did it from their
hearts. I found some difficulty in this and expressed this to a monk when I
went to Turvey abbey for a day in August. His reply was “God is Love”.
On being given a verse by my new vicar and on the doctors advice too, I
restarted doing all my own shopping but have been a bit daunted recently
when I had another letter from the government urging me not to go
shopping, so today I have just achieved ordering it online even though
three of the initial five people are willing to go shopping for me again. If
anything goes wrong this is a safety net.
I have also been pondering on the church in the community. Even though
I had returned to church services when they were being carried out with
the congregation sat apart in a side chapel, I think it a little bit aloof
almost to leave my neighbours on a Sunday with them not going to
church. I am still contemplating this and heard a discussion along these
lines recently on TBN television network.
I am very pleased to be a member of several zoom groups not least the
OSL group.

I also organise two prayer groups to “meet” spiritually on certain days at
specific times in their own homes when we would have met together in
different places had it not been for covid. As a lot of the members are
older we haven’t tried zoom as not everyone could be included.
I would be interested to know how others have experienced the pandemic.
ACTS OF COMPASSION/PRISMS OF LIGHT
HEALING MINISTRY ON-LINE
Unable to minister in their usual community settings, Healing Rooms has
held several on-line healing ministry sessions as part of a global move to
reach those in need. Working with THE INTERNATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF HEALING MINISTRIES, they have run ‘Miracles
and Healings’ nights, open to all, with teaching by renowned Biblical
scholars and healing Ministry.
On three recent occasions, Healing Rooms UK fielded a team of around
36 volunteers, operating twelve rooms during a three hour session which
had a number of National Healing Rooms Teams operating across the
globe.
On the most recent occasion, visitors to our UK based rooms hailed from
as far afield as the USA, Canada and China as well as Switzerland,
Moldova, Latvia, Germany and the UK.
There have been many examples of the Holy Spirit at work, including
healing from: spiritual attacks; orthopaedic problems; cancers; deafness
and stress.
People have left the rooms encouraged and uplifted, more able to face life
and with a greater sense of God’s love and presence.
Not being able to meet face to face is not any deterrent for the Holy Spirit,
neither is it for those who are filled with compassion for the needy during
these troubled times.

A Testimony of Hope.
Sister Sandra Nichols: Church Army Evangelist. (Retired)
Do angels go on walk abouts today? Perhaps the following will help
you decide. One Sunday morning, a young single mum called Jane
and her three young children walked into the church where I worked
as a church army officer. My main area of work was with
children/families and youth. This was during an interregnum.
Someone who Jane had never met before invited her along to church. I
had never seen the person before either and as I am always on the
look- out for new people coming through the door, to welcome them
in, I am sure I would have known if she had been before. Jane never
saw that person again. We both now think that person was an angel.
We invited Jane and family for Sunday lunch, my husband Roy said,
“The joint I put in the oven before we came out is too big for just the
two of us and I can soon do a few more veg.” Jane and her children
came to church just about every Sunday after
that. So they weren't put off by our food!
From my experience I have found that people
need to feel they belong before they believe, and
Jane was one of those. Within a few weeks I
asked Jane if she would help me in Kidzone, she
was a bit shocked and nervously rubbing her
hands together said something on the lines of,
“Well, you will need to show me what to do.”
When training new people I tend to meet with
them on a one to one basis first, this gives me the
opportunity to also share the Gospel with them which they in turn will
share with others they teach. It works, others have come to faith this
way. I will add I do work alongside them, they are not on their own.
Jane helped lead the singing and in time helped with the story time. I
observed that Jane clearly was a loving, caring, people- person.
Sometime later I invited her to help me in schools with assemblies.
Her face shone with joy as she sang and told the children of God's

unconditional love for all people. It was at this point that I wondered if
perhaps I should suggest to Jane she train as an evangelist with
Church Army. I prayed a lot over this before suggesting it to Jane.
Jane's life had been very hard up to this point with little love or care
demonstrated by those closest to her. Often told she was thick,
because of the problems created by dyslexia, Jane never complained.
Left to bring up her three young children alone, Jane knew hardship
and suffering but this only increased her generosity of heart.
Before I trained for ministry I had worked in schools with children
who had special needs. Working alongside Jane in school and kidzone
showed me Jane had potential and I asked God if there was something
she needed help with that He would show us.
When I eventually suggested Jane train for Church Army she said
something on the lines, “I've decided to go to the Methodist college at
Matlock.”. So I said that if she felt that is what God wanted her to do
I would support her all the way. Jane asked me to go with her to the
college so off we toddled on a Saturday morning to Matlock.
God knows what He is doing, while there Jane was diagnosed as
dyslexic and got the help she needed, two years later she came out of
the college with a degree! I might just add that she was working at the
same time alongside some very needy young families.
Not long after getting her degree Jane said to me, “I think I am going
to apply to train at Church Army.” So I had heard God right, He just
needed her to do a detour first! I do pray for Jane every day, as I do
anyone I have been called to mentor. I believed that God would one
day call Jane to be ordained. Chris Low and I had the privilege of
being at her ordination in York Minster on Sunday 27th September
2020.
God did for Jane what she couldn't do for herself, healing past
memories and forgiving where needed. God always forgives when we
say sorry. Jane has introduced numerous people to Jesus over the years
and done some amazing work on Winn Gardens, a very deprived
estate in Sheffield. She moved to her new post at Middlesbrough on
15th July 2019 where she is continuing to introduce people to Jesus,

many who come from a similar background to herself.
My husband and I went to Middlesbrough on 18th July to pray round
Jane’s new home and the parish where she is working. Prayer is vital
if we are to reach people with the Good News. Praying for those we
mentor is also important, as well as a privilege! That day to celebrate
the move we went to a pub called the 'Pied Piper.' It amused us
because when Jane worked in Sheffield people called her the Pied
Piper because she was often seen with children following her. Who
says God hasn't a sense of humour! In a weird sort of way it felt like
God was confirming to me that she was in the right place. He would
look after her.
I confess I cried when we left her, her children are all grown up, so
she was all on her own in Middlesbrough. However, I prayed that God
would send Jane a soul-mate. and He has. He did say 'it's not good for
man/woman to be alone.' Jane came to Sheffield in January 2020 and
brought her soul mate [now fiancée] to meet us. From the moment we
met my gut feeling was that he was the one.
David has a café in Middlesbrough and he and Jane cooked lunch on
Christmas day for the homeless and those in need. During Covid they
have delivered food to numerous families. David was feeding the
homeless before he met Jane. He said to his staff that if anyone came
into the café and couldn't afford to pay they must feed them anyway.
Soul mates indeed!
I keep a journal and record anything I think God might be saying to
me, I have been doing this for over 30 years. Sometimes what I record
makes no sense but often much later something will happen and what
I recorded becomes clear. I DON'T ALWAYS GET IT RIGHT.
However, reading through my journal both encourages and helps me
along my journey with Jesus.
So why did God send an angel to bring Jane and her three young
children into church? Is it because single parents don't fit into our
'box.' After all normal children do make a noise etc at times. Jane like
myself is a Yorkshire lass through and through, sometimes you may
need an interpreter! Churches don't intend to be exclusive and only

welcome people like them but it does happen sometimes. However,
Covid 19 has brought to light the needs especially of those with young
children. I am very pleased to say the church has responded and is
providing food etc for families and others who are in need.
Jane was already working with the marginalised BEFORE she came to
faith herself, no wonder The Jane’s of this world are needed more than
ever in this Covid period. Jane has come a long way in a relatively
short time I just wonder if that is because 'she was brought to the
kingdom for such a time as this.' [Covid time] Is there any wonder
GOD sent an angel!
Desmond Tuto said to a group of young people who came from
poor/difficult back grounds, 'What you need to realise more than
anything else, is that your PAST doesn't have to define your FUTURE.
You are a VSP- a very special person. You're made in the image of
God and you have the potential to change the world. God doesn't
create rubbish, each of us is special to God and YOUR name is
engraved on HIS hand! The most important thing you can do is to
remind people they are special to God.
Mark Stibbe has written a book on the Corona virus and the thing that
has stayed with me is this 'you can either worry your way through
Covid or you can love your way through it. How do we love our way
through it? Share God's love in words and action. Maybe pick up the
phone and call someone you know who is at home alone, or even send
a letter or card. Not everyone has a computer, I have been surprised by
how many young families don't even have one computer to share, they
simply can't afford it. Contribute to food banks. Ask God to show you
the who and the what he wants you to do.
Since the first lockdown my husband and I have walked around the
parish and beyond at least once a week praying the Lord's prayer as
we go. We have had some interesting conversations [social distancing
of course] and shared with some the Good News of Jesus . I have been
seriously ill for the past 18 months and am now at the convalescent
stage so not been able to do that much, but I can pray and prayer does
change things. Love your way through the pandemic and may God

richly bless you.
ACTS OF COMPASSION/PRISMS OF LIGHT
NO-ONE LEFT OUT IN THE COLD
We were in New Zealand when lockdown first happened. Our
parish church of St James immediately assembled a team of
volunteers who, between them, phoned everyone on the church
data base. Many had only had one occasion of contact with the
church such as a funeral or wedding with no further involvement.
Volunteers checked that they were OK and offered support and
practical help where needed. Our families and youth workers
mobilised more volunteers to host small groups which provided
spiritual as well as temporal support, mostly via zoom but with a
couple of telephone ones as well.
Many people spoke of how they had been encouraged and uplifted
by the concern shown by the church which had not formed any
part of their life up ‘til then. Others were nurtured in their faith
at the small groups and several gave their lives to the Lord as a
result.
The children’s workers and youth workers both in NZ and here in
the UK at our parish church of St John the Baptist, Owlerton,
worked tirelessly to support families and young people, provided
on-line activities and meetings.

The Coronavirus Hymn
Tune: St Bees
Father help us while we pray,
In isolation every day.
Watchful for the Covid strain,
Return us to health again.
God in Spirit, show us light,
Guide us through the dark of night.
Shelter us from virus harm,
Lift us with your loving Arm.
Silence in the street abound,
Birdsong heard in largest town.
Prayer resounds from worried heart,
Empty is the livestock mart.
Old and young protection seek,
Mercy, Lord - for we are weak.
Gown of blue where care all starts,
Thursday’s clapping, from our hearts.
Nation turns to God above,
People show abounding love.
Jesus draw us close to thee,
From this virus set us free.
Brian C. Reardon 2020

What is Compassion? Erica Andrews.
A Biblical Dictionary tells us that Compassion is an attitude of mercy,
pity and forgiveness. As the compassionate Saviour, Jesus expects His
followers to show compassion towards others. (Matt. 18.33). God’s
mercies are abundant (1Peter1.3) and fresh every morning (Lam.3:2223) Paul described God as “the Father of all mercies” (2 Cor.1:3). In
the N.I.V. Jesus commended the Samaritan whose kindness showed
mercy for a wounded traveller (Luke 10:36-37). God’s gentle and
steadfast love and mercy is freely extended to all His people. Psalms
63:3, 69:16, 103:4-12.
God’s Compassion towards others is described by James (Jas.5:11) as
being “very pitiful and of tender mercy” when God showed pity on
the pagan people of Nineveh. (Jonah 4:10-11)
All the way through the Bible, God’s compassion to humankind is
shown in many different ways from the times of Adam and Noah; the
more we read the Bible the more readily we recognise the way God
shows His compassion for us.
Ruth showed compassion for her mother-in-law Naomi by accepting
her God and staying with her, so that they could be redeemed by Boaz
( the book of Ruth).
The biggest act of Compassion ever was when God sent his Son Jesus
to redeem us all. He suffered ridicule, torture and the most awful death
on the cross, but His dying words were “Father forgive them for they
know not what they do.” Two thousand years later we still have not
learnt what sacrifice Jesus made and still makes to-day, we are
compounding our original crime and hammer the nails in every time
we reject Him. Our reconciliation with the Father will only take place
when the cross remains empty.

Some of us pray for peace, and fellowship with God and fellow
people. Yet, how many of us practice the gift of forgiveness and love
that God so freely gives us? We seem to me more motivated by hate
than love. In one of the songs from the film “The King and I.” The
words sung by the King of Siam are “You’ve got to be taught before
it’s too late, before you are six or seven or eight, to hate all the people
your relatives hate, you’ve got to be carefully taught.” While we go
on with old prejudices there will never be true peace in the world.
Every time we remember a hurt we suffered in the past we open up
old wounds and there is no healing.
During the course of COVID strangers have shown Compassion for
others, offering help. Which has been very welcome, especially when
some of us older folk have no cars anymore. In the Summer people
running round the cricket field which I overlook stopped and asked
how I was managing and if they could help in any way.
Strangers are suddenly friends and one’s faith in others grows. I ask
myself why does it take a pandemic to bring out the best in people?
Why can’t we be compassionate all the time.
Thanks to Erica Andrews for sending in this prayer by Brother Roger
of Taize
God of compassion,
You want no one to suffer,
But you take upon yourself every human trial.
As we attempt. to love you,
We want to be able,
In our turn,
To forgive over and over again
Amen

THE ON-LINE CHAPTER
Our on-line Chapter meets every Thursday at 11.00 am via zoom with
members joining us from throughout the UK and Ireland. We have a
varied programme of Bible studies and discussions. Once a month we
share in Holy Communion.
If you would like to join us please contact Chris on:
RevChris.Low@gmx.com
I am aware that we have members who are still working and cannot
attend a day- time meeting. If any of you would like an evening
meeting on zoom, please contact Chris and if there is sufficient
interest we will start an evening Chapter on zoom as well.
ACTS OF COMPASSION/PRISMS OF LIGHT
PROVIDING FOR THE NEEDY
Covid has brought with it great hardship and so food banks, many run
and supported by local churches, have had increased demands made
upon them. Our church supports and runs a food bank on a very
deprived estate. Recently, our members, supported by donations from
members of Soroptimist International of Sheffield, have been adding
fresh fruit and vegetables to the provisions. These are expensive to
buy, so many families go without this vital addition to their diet. We
felt their addition would help improve the immunity of families to the
virus as well as improving their general health. People are digging
deep and giving sacrificially to help the needy. One day as I was
buying the supplies a complete stranger, overhearing our conversation,
gave me £20.00 towards the fruit and vegetables. Recently, two
pensioners gave their winter fuel allowance to support this project.
As I write, church members are preparing Christmas hampers
containing treats and gifts for these needy brothers and sisters in
Christ. Praise God for touching hearts with compassion and love.

ODE TO CHRISTMAS 2020

Merle Robson

Will there be tinsel on the Christmas tree in a church with no-one
there?
Will there be greetings and hugs and good cheers when social
distancing is in place and ZOOM messages fill the air?
A year of challenging and shielding, a year behind closed doors,
when life was hard for the furloughed gangs and streets bereft of
workers – too frightened to go out.
A year when toilet rolls were in demand and
shelves were bare after panic buys.
Supermarkets opened for stock pile – queues
formed in single file,
Two metre – one metre keep your distance,
Most important – masks and sanitisers.
Children home taught by parents metamorphosed
as teachers,
Holy days were closeted, holidays were
quarantined,
Our lives were like a frozen picture frame and days
all seemed the same.
The Lord sent angels to help us, with caring thoughts and food,
He made us strong and helped us through the challenges we faced.
Will we look back with a pitying eye of a year that’s nearly gone?
The Son of Man was born and suffered too,
Christmas comes and we rejoice and praise the God who sent His Son.
That through the good and bad this year, His spirit leads us on.
Will there be tinsel on the Christmas tree in an empty church this
year?
Where two or three are gathered, He is in the midst.
Amen – so let it be.

“So, it’s almost Christmas”:

The Revd Brian Reardon

St Luke Chapter 2 verses 1 – 7 – the birth of Jesus
St Luke Chapter 2 verses 8 – 14 – the humble to proclaim (lowest)
St Matthew Chapter 2 verses 1 – 3. – visitors from the East
(highest)
I wonder what kind of Christmas you are planning this year. Do you
think the Covid 19 will have had any effect on the plans you have
made?
Since March this year the Coronavirus has had a devastating effect on
the lives of everyone, so I suspect your Christmas will be somewhat
different this year.
We all know how significant a time it is for Christians, when we
celebrate the birth of Jesus our Saviour. Yet the birth story has many
similarities to the conditions we have been suffering from these last 10
months or so and as we reflect upon them, I wish you all the
compliments of the season and a joyous time as we contemplate the
Nativity of our Lord, as we all look forward to a better, more faithful
2021.
Let’s look at the conditions facing Mary and Joseph and compare
them with the problems we have had to encounter these last few
months.
1. We have had to follow the rules and regulations.
Rome decreed; Government decreed
As Joseph and Mary were compelled to comply with the Decree
issued by Caesar Augustus (St Luke 2:1-3), so we have had to
follow the instructions issued by the Government and perhaps do
things we would not choose to.
Authority often has to issue instructions, information and safety, this
pandemic has been no exception. During the time of Roman Rule in
Palestine, the earthly parents of Jesus had rules to follow as we have.

1. We have found difficulties in travelling about.
Travelling was a problem for Mary and Joseph too
As Mary made that uncomfortable
journey to Bethlehem on an ass, heavily
pregnant and with no certainty of finding
a bed at the end of it, (St Luke 2:5)
so too have our days been since our
churches were first closed back in March,
we all were overwhelmed with
uncertainty. Unsure as to what would
happen next, Mary found help through
kindly innkeeper, we were helped by
Community workers who quickly adapted to the needs of the needy.
2. The authorities needed to know where we went and who we
were.
Rome wanted them in the city of their birth, the
Government wanted “Track and Trace”
Joseph and Mary needed to register, so the authorities would know
who they were and where they lived (St Luke 2:1). As we went about
our business, we had to participate in “Track and Trace” so that the
virus could be controlled, and our personal details became known. In
both cases they were instructions not requests, “must do” and not
“please comply”
3. We received visitors to our home.
The Shepherds and the Kings to the manager, community workers
and those permitted under regulations, to us.
Joseph and Mary were visited by the shepherds and kings (St
Matthew 2:1 and St Luke 2:8) in order to take out the news of the
birth and to pay homage to the King of Kings.

We were visited by community workers,
elders and members of the church and
the minister to ensure that our needs
were being met. The Three Kings
brought gifts, our visitors brought
prescriptions and food from the
supermarket and the Word of God and
prayers of hope from the church.
Although the relevance of our experiences cannot be anything akin to
the Nativity of our Lord and the uncomfortable moments that led up to
this birth through the experiences of Joseph and Mary, they do include
Biblical assurances, words found in the Gospel of Matthew and Luke.
As we read them again, they reflect some of the human difficulties we
have endured these last 300 odd days as we approach the Christmas
Story of 2020.
Conclusion:
So, my Christian friends, it is unlikely we shall be able to return to
‘days of yesterday’ soon, if at all, but as ever the church has been able
to adapt to change as it has done over the centuries from Pentecost to
Charlemagne to Martin Luther to John Wesley and Howell Harris and
other Revivalists since the 18th century right up to the church of today.
We have the resolve to overcome these present difficulties with help
from the NHS and the hand of Jesus Christ. Perhaps because of Covid
19 and the difficulties that came into our lives, we shall come out
stronger, more courageous, more understanding and more loving.
Some of you will have received my daily thoughts through the 142
days of the initial restrictions. Later, I gave 17 prayers for the second
lockdown that I trust and hope gave some encouragement as we went
along. Let the Lord be part of your Christmas celebrations in a very
special way this year whatever they may be and let us pray for better
days in 2021 and ask Him to increase our faith that we may cherish

His love for us and our families.
“Christians, awake, salute the happy morn,
Whereon the Saviour of the world was born;”
John Byron 1691-1763
Although our lives have been focussed on Covid 19 for a great deal of
2020, at Christmas we allow the Christ Child to enter into our lives
again. We have seen how the journey to Bethlehem for Mary and
Joseph was thwarted with difficulties and controlling elements and
with many uncertainties that were not in their hands. Our experiences
this year seem to have followed a similar route, we now see the Child
Jesus who gives us hope for the days ahead, days of new experiences
in 2021.
God Bless you all,
Pob Bendith, (Welsh for Every Blessing) Have a wonderful time at
Christmas as you celebrate our Saviour’s birth.
ANOTHER PRISM OF LIGHT:
Flo Osborne, age 81, from Harwich in Essex, cooked over 100 meat
pies and fruit pies for distribution to the vulnerable during lockdown.
What an inspiration

BOOK REVIEWS
“THE NEARLY PERFECT CRIME” OR MORE RECENTLY:
“THE HEALING REAWAKENING” by FRANCIS MCNUTT
Published by Chosen Books Grand Rapids MI in 2005 ISBN: 10.
0-8007-9390-0
This book looks at the history of Christianity and asks
the questions “Why did the ministry of healing, which
was central to Jesus ministry, nearly die out?” And,
“Why have so many churches side-lined this ministry
and failed to pick it up?”
In seeking answers, MacNutt reviews the healing
ministry in the Old and New Testament as follows:
At the start of his ministry, Jesus reads from Isaiah: The Spirit of the
Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach the good news to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and
recovery of sight for the blind, the release of the oppressed, to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.
Jesus’ mission was to proclaim the Kingdom of God. That being the
case, the work of restoration can begin. Healing and Exorcism, along
with the need for Holy Spirit empowerment, are therefore, essential to
the gospel message. It explores what baptism with the Holy Spirit
means. Jesus never tried to hold the healing ministry to himself, as if
he were the only one who could heal the sick. He shared his ministry,
first with the twelve, then with the 72 and last with the entire Church
so that “everyone got to play”.
The basic teaching of the book of Acts is that the early Christians
simply carried on the work of Jesus by preaching that the kingdom of
God was at hand and then made it all come true by healing the sick
and casting out evil spirits.

For the first three hundred years after Jesus’ crucifixion, Christians
were proud of their healing mission and enthusiastically prayed for the
sick and cast out evil spirits. Instead of urging caution, leaders in the
early church encouraged everyone to become active ─ to get out there
and heal and cast out evil spirits.
God seems to pour out his power to heal the sick for two basic
reasons: (1) it shows his love and compassion for his sick children,
and (2) miraculous healing also serves as a witness to the truth.
Macnutt goes on to demonstrate that to destroy a belief as central to
Christianity as healing, the change had to take place so gradually that
Christians didn’t even realise they had lost anything.
• First, it became fashionable to be Christian – death was no threat
– when Constantine made Christianity the religion of the Roman
Empire.
• Second, meetings in homes were changed to meetings in
churches.
• Third, government officials became bishops.
• Fourth, Saints were held up as examples.
• Fifth, suffering for your faith was deemed to be good.
• Sixth, healing became a priestly function – it migrated from
everyone doing it to only the priest doing it, as a sacrament.
• Seventh, shrines became (and in many places still are) the place
to go for healing.
• Eighth, personal prayers for healing faded out.
• Ninth, Plato argued that the body should suffer for the sake of the
soul – the Greek and Roman culture were influenced by Plato’s
thoughts.
• Tenth, St. Augustine was a Manichae before becoming a
Christian. Manichaes taught that matter was basically evil,

especially in regards to sexuality.
MacNutt reminds his readers that Jesus never told us to embrace
sickness, whether physical or emotional.
With the collapse of the Western Roman Empire, a new social
structure emerged – feudalism. Feudalism consisted of the
king/emperor at the top, followed by the nobles, followed by warriors,
including knights, with the serfs, farmers and peasants at the bottom.
Learning and writing virtually disappeared. It survived only in the
royal courts and monasteries. Latin was retained as the common
language, which few people spoke or understood. The ancient
practice of healing prayer simply faded away, along with the general
disappearance of knowledge and the prevalence of violence.
The sacrament of the sick evolved further. First anointing oil, which
was used by everyone, became something only the priest could use.
Second, in the ninth century, the sacrament became even more
drastically reduced. This happened when the Anointing of the sick
became the Last Anointing. Third, penalties (penances) were levied
for serious sins, these were so onerous that people frequently did not
go to confession until they were on their death bed. Confession was
necessary for the sacrament of Anointing the Sick.
Think of the irony! If you are sick but not in danger of death, you
cannot receive prayers for your healing. If your sickness is to death,
you are on your last legs and the priest arrives as a benevolent
harbinger of death, rather than a joyful messenger of healing and life.
In both England and France, the monarchy retained the exclusive right
to heal because each monarch ‘had been chosen by God’ and anyone
challenging this right challenged the King. It was called the ‘Royal
Touch’. They would hold large services for people suffering from
scrofula. Many would be healed. Charles II prayed for 23,000 over
four years and 100,000 over his reign of 25 years. Queen Anne was
the last British monarch to insist on this right and Louis XVI was the

last in France, when he was executed.
The Protestant Reformers had no interest in giving life to the
Kingdom’s message of healing. They championed the Bible’s literal
interpretation and believed that God meant healing to last only for
those early apostolic days.
The Catholic Church confined healing to: firstly, pilgrimages to
healing shrines, secondly, the Sacrament of Anointing and thirdly, the
Royal Touch.
An influential philosopher of the Enlightenment was David Hume,
who declared that miracles in the life of Jesus never happened.
A combination of Calvin’s Cessationalism, Scottish realism and
demythologizing Scripture took a heavy toll on the practice of praying
for the sick. The Gospel era was a separate dispensation from our
own time and healing and other charismatic gifts were intended only
for special dispensation in apostolic times.
By the end of the 1800s, only the slightest flicker of life was
detectable in the ministry of Christian healing. Rudolf Bultmann
regarded miracles as myths. What began in the fifth century, doubting
God’s willingness to heal, eventually led us to declare that healing is
all but dead.
MacNutt goes on to point to how the lay people in the Catholic
tradition showed us how the desire for healing, particularly when they
were no longer allowed to pray for it, more or less drew leaders into
the healing ministry.
It was as if God was trying to start a fire, where-ever he found a
hearth, dry wood and someone with a match. But then someone else
would notice the smoke, get worried, call the fire department and put
the fire out.
William Seymour, an African American, who described himself as
quiet and unassuming, somewhat dishevelled in appearance and blind

in one eye, set up a church in 1906 at 312, Azusa Street, Los Angeles,
determined to bring the Gospel to life. It was the familiar story: God
starting something new among the poor and uneducated, on the wrong
side of town. Whites and blacks worshipped together and treated each
other as equals, which at the time in the US was radical.
Eight years later white leaders set up their own Pentecostal Church
under the title of ‘Assemblies of God’ and the blacks under the title of
the ‘Church of God in Christ’. By 1915 the church on Asuza Street
had closed. It is now a parking lot. By 1922, William Seymour had
died.
Within six months of Asuza Street’s founding, 38 missionaries had
spread out – first to major cities in the Unites States, then across the
world – to destinations in Egypt, Norway and South Africa.
Reacting against the formality of organised religion, these
Pentecostals could no longer be contained by the established churches.
Traditional religious services stress teaching and belief in the unseen
presence of God, Pentecostals stress having an experience of Jesus
and the Holy Spirit.
By 1967 the Spirit had struck into the heart of every denomination:
Presbyterian, Lutheran, Mennonite, Baptist, Anglican and Roman
Catholic.
There have been three waves:
❖The Pentecostal Wave started in Asuza Street in 1906.
❖The Charismatic Wave when the traditional churches of the First
World accepted the teaching
❖The Third Wave when the Third World (Africa, India and China)
accepted the teaching.
Although charismatic renewal, including healing, has been more or
less accepted by the traditional churches, to some extent, it has been
‘domesticated’.

In the first three centuries healing prayer was a major part of normal,
ordinary life. Then during the following sixteen centuries healing
progressively weakened and was pushed off to the side. Individuals,
who rediscovered the healing ministry, were snuffed out by the local
church structure. We see the same pattern: the Holy Spirit moves but
is blocked by the institutional churches. Part of the reason is doctrinal
and part is because of excesses and aberrations that give ‘renewal’ a
bad name. Usually the institutional churches resist what seems new.
In a mere one hundred years those who have experienced the power of
the Spirit have grown to such an extent that it is the second largest
group of Christians in the world – the first being the Roman Catholic.
It outnumbers all Protestant denominations and the Orthodox
Churches together.
The traditional churches are struggling. For example, in Rio de
Janiero in the early 1990s, 700 new Pentecostal churches, 240 spiritist
temples and just one Catholic church were started in a three year span.
The greatest gift Jesus came to give – the Holy Spirit – was taken
away as an experienced reality in our lives. Christianity has returned
to its earliest traditions – the tradition of the first 300 years.
Alan Coode
GLOSSARY:
Cessationism is a Protestant doctrine that spiritual gifts such as
speaking in tongues, prophecy and healing ceased with the Apostolic
Age. Reformers such as John Calvin originated this view.
Dispensationalism is a religious interpretive system and
metanarrative for the Bible. It considers biblical history as divided by
God into dispensations, defined periods or ages to which God has
allotted distinctive administrative principles.
Demythologising is reinterpreting what are considered to be
mythological elements of (the Bible).

ACTS OF COMPASSION/PRISMS OF LIGHT
NEIGHBOURLINESS
There have been countless examples of people being ‘good
neighbours’. This one is especially relevant as it so indicative both of
our need and of the great response there has been to that need.
A young woman knew very few people on her estate, most were just
busy with life and work and had little time in which to get acquainted
with their neighbours. As we settled into the first lockdown, she felt
God prompting her to do something to ensure that the vulnerable,
lonely and elderly were not left unsupported. Consequently, she
printed out a short note, introducing herself and providing her contact
details and inviting the recipients to contact her if they were in need of
help with shopping; or were lonely and would appreciate a phone call
or had any other needs or concerns.
She and her family began a ministry of care and kindness to those
within her local community and encouraged others to join them in
providing this help. As a result, many were given a real purpose in
difficult times whilst, others were supported and helped in ways they
had not dreamed of.

Pilgrim Wild

Here is Russ Parker’s long-awaited new book. He says, “During
lockdown I have managed to complete a new anthology of prayers and
poems and liturgies. It includes a new daily Office for three prayer
moments of the day and also a 7 day Celtic Pilgrimage liturgy for
Morning and Night Prayers. The latter is a distillation of liturgies I
have been writing for pilgrimages to Celtic Holy Sites which I have
been hosting for the last ten years.
The book is only in paperback format and can be bought via Amazon
or myself for £10. If you buy it from me (UK purchases only) I will
sign it and send it to you post free. It is not often you can say that it
is cheaper than Amazon! Cheques and digital payment are both
welcome. So do email me on russparker7@icloud.com to place
your order.” ISBN 9798678650870

With thanks to Russ for allowing ‘Healing Ways’ to include the
following, very appropriate poem: ‘A Sonnet for Christmas’
Even though the child is born again,
Herods go about on killing streaks
Stalking the weak on the city streets
Leaving people shell-shocked with their pain.
Some of us have wounds that still fester,
My wife’s got cancer, my brother’s dead;
Is the world really any better
Because of what the bright angels said?
It seems a reckless celebration
With crazy saints and mystery men
Revelling in anticipation
Of what the grown up child will bring them;
Eternity in hearts with darkness
And the God who keeps his promises.
ACTS OF COMPASSION/PRISMS OF LIGHT
The individual acts of kindness during the epidemic have been too
numerous to mention but they all have a common theme;
compassion, practical and emotional support, generosity;
befriending and spiritual support.
Many individuals have shopped for the vulnerable and elderly;
others have offered companionship through phone calls and zoom
meetings; some have offered practical assistance in the garden,
putting out bins etc; others have provided transport to medical
appointments; many have baked and provided nourishing food
where needed; the list is endless.
Our churches have also played an important part in all of the
above, in addition they have operated food banks; assisted the

homeless; shared the message of hope that we can have in our
Lord’s promises; continued to nourish our spirits; supported
families and gone to great lengths to provide ‘normal service’.
Here at OSL, our Chaplains and Convenors have kept in touch
with their members and our Council contacted lone members to
see how they were doing, maintaining regular contact as required.
In addition, we set up an on-line Chapter for thosewho had no
physical Chapter nearby. This has members from across the UK
and Ireland. We praise God for all these good folk and all they do.

“Do not be afraid. I
bring you good news
of great joy that will
be for all the people.
Today in the town of
David, a Saviour has
been born to you; he
is Christ the Lord.”
Lk 2:10-11

National Director Alan
Coode and the Council
wish you all a happy
and truly blessed Christmas and a hope-filled, Covid-free New Year,
journeying in the presence of our Lord and filled with his Holy Spirit.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
As a lone OSL member, and especially during lockdown, I am very
glad to have received contact with the OSL through a welcome ‘phone
call and a chance to pray regularly for all the members. And this at
the time when I have had less contact with other members of the
Healing Ministry Team at my church as I am one of the few who is not
on-line.
But maybe we are getting a bit bolder, and I am glad that now each
Sunday there is a morning service in the church itself with us all,
socially distanced, sitting where we are put and worshipping God
together.
Confidence has grown and the other Sunday evening a Holy
Communion service was held in the green restfulness of the
churchyard among the trees, led by the vicar and his wife and with
special prayer for people’s healing.
The following prayer from a 2012 number of ‘Healing Ways’ most
appropriately drew the service to a close before the Blessing.
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ went about doing good,
healing all manner of diseases, making the blind to see, the lame to
walk, the deaf to hear, the voiceless to speak, cleansing the lepers,
we ask you now to deepen our faith to believe in His healing power,
available and at work in our day and generation. Place your divine
and invisible hands upon us. Let your cleansing and healing power
flow into our minds, filling them with your peace and serenity; Into
our hearts, filling them with your love and strength; and into every
tissue and cell in our bodies, recreating, repairing, renewing and
making whole; through Him who is the great physician, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen
Jillian Atkins

Written as a tribute to all the Good Samaritans who helped me
during Covid
WHO IS MY NEIGHBOUR
During the Covid of two thousand and twenty,
You opened the lock—down with love - the main key,
Shopped for food, so I could be fed,
Came with your tools and mended my shed.
Brought bedding plants and fruit from your tree,
Bubbled and shared afternoon tea.
Virtually hugged and smiled at the door,
Phoned, wrote letters and texted galore,
Gave sausage rolls, a cream bun and scone,
Bringing joy to a ’home alone’
Filmed the Church Service (which sadly was missed)
And sent it out weekly on a D V Disc,
Gave me a rainbow for window display
To cheer passers by on their journey each day.
Together we clapped at the garden gate
And sang ‘over the rainbow' weekly at eight,
Giving our thanks for neighbourly love,
Knowing the source came from Our Father above.
Jean Duckworth
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